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INDIGENOUS ARTIST BOOKS CATALOGUE  

 
Our latest catalogue brings together a range of artist books by Indigenous 

creators, reflecting both longstanding traditions and contemporary 
approaches to art. The works draw from a wide range of techniques – 

including engraving, linocut, serigraphy, and amate papermaking – and 
explore stories that are deeply tied to place and community. Many also 
highlight subjects at the center of Latin American Indigenous cultural 

identity, like rituals and ceremonies, mythological figures, and culinary 
traditions. 

 
Most of these portfolios focus on art as a collective process. Produced in 

small workshops and artist-run cooperatives, the books exemplify 
collaboration and experimentation while amplifying voices that have often 

been marginalized. In this way, each book serves as both a work of art and a 
cultural document, preserving Indigenous knowledge and memory. 

Together, the works serve as an important reminder that tradition remains 
alive in those who choose to carry it forward. 
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1. CACAO. BEBIDA DE LOS DIOSES / DRINK OF THE GODS 
(13 prints) 
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These 13 prints explore the rich history of chocolate in Mexico. This poem 
prefaces the images (in Spanish): Your fruit is a sacred legacy / pervasive 
aroma / shared memories / delicacy of the gods / ancient seed / You have 
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kept the passage of time / gift of the one who promised to return from the 
east / your name is written / in each one of us who inhabit this land / You 

have so many versions of yourself / that appear differently every day / 
originating from vast flavors / you transform as much in cold as in fire / 

walking through tones and textures / how much wisdom in each sip / 
eternal ceremony / liquid meditation / prayer in movement / taste of 
childhood / togetherness / surprise / perfect every time / never stop 

pouring your elixir on our souls. Featured artists include Gabriel Ávalos, 
Helena Nares, Eli Maciel, Rubén Mejia, Xóchitl Ponce, Eunice Barajas, 

David Morado, Irerí Campoy, Rosalio García, Edgar Miguel Cerda, Javier 
Ornelas, Arturo Heredía, Samuel Díaz. This work was produced by Taller 

Gray and Michoacán-based artist collective Achokez. 

PRICE: $2,000.00 
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2. CHOCOLATE CUHTLI. CARPETA GRÁFICA (50 engravings) 
 

 
 

 



 

6 

This collection features 50 signed engravings, measuring 65 x 55 cm, that 
explore the theme of chocolate and cacao. The work particularly examines 

how, in Mexico, cacao has a direct link to ancestral customs. The cacao 
drink, known as xocolatl in Nahuatl, was reserved mainly for the elites and 

was drunk ceremonially. The tree itself also has a significant presence in the 
long history of Mexican religion and culture. As such, many of the 

engravings in the folder depict the connections between Quetzalcoatl and 
cacao, including sacrificial practices. As a whole, this portfolio is a 

collaborative work that celebrates collective wisdom, artistic ability, and 
individual inspiration of the artists, who have contributed their work to 

honor the past and celebrate the present. The following workshops 
participated in this edition: La Buena Impresión, La Huella Gráfica, 

Espacio Zapata, C.A.C.A.O Taller, Burro Press, Taller Bambú, Taller El 
Pedernal, Taller Mictlán, La Frontera Gráfica, La Caja Gráfica, Taller El 

Níspero, Taller de Gráfica los Pinos, Gráfica Venado, Taller Mena Gráfica, 
and Forma 5. Featured artists include: Adrián Bastarrachea, Alejandra 

Camona, Alfonso Canseco Peligro, Alicia Lozano, Amarildo Olmedo, 
Avendaño Santiago, Bern, César Villegas, Daniel Barraza, Edith Chávez, 
Eric Pozos, Fernando Beta, Iván Bautista, Jessica Gadga, Jetro González, 

Jesús Calavera, Jorge Rubio, José “Grillo” Carrera, Lucio Santiago, Samuel 
Chávez Masato, Sergio Chávez Ahuate, Silverio Herrera, and Yamilet 

Asilem. 
 

PRICE: $2,500.00 
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3. COX XUT. K’USBA JI AYAN LI K’AK’AL TA VINAJEL. EL 
XUT. CÓMO APARECIÓ EL SOL EN EL FIRMAMENTO (17 

engravings) 
Elisa Ramírez Castañeda. Traducción: Rafael Hernández. Ilustración: Joél 

Rendón 
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This portfolio by renowned Mexican artist Joél Rendón presents a 
traditional origin story about how the sun came to appear in the sky, 

told in a bilingual format (Tsotsil and Spanish). The work features 
seventeen black-and-white engravings that center around symbolic 

figures. The images are accompanied by texts by Elisa Ramírez 
Castañeda and translations by Rafael Hernández.  

 
PRICE: $2,000.00 
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4. DICCIONARIO D EL CORAZÓN 

Bahena, Benito 

 

 

 

Created by Taller Leñateros collective in San Cristóbal de las Casas, 
Chiapas, Mexico, this book pairs the poetic reflections of anthropologist 

Roberto M. Laughlin with intricate engravings by artist Naúl Ojeda. 
“Diccionario del corazón” is both a linguistic and artistic exploration of 
emotion, capturing the many meanings and expressions of the heart in 

Maya and Spanish traditions. 

PRICE: $250.00 
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5. ESTAMPAS DE FIESTA PURHEPECHA 
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“Estampas de fiesta Purhepecha,” published in Michoacán in 1986, is a 
print publication produced at the Taller de Grabado Tarasco. The work 

centers on Purépecha cultural celebration and community life in 
Michoacán, using traditional woodcut/relief graphic techniques associated 
with the regional print workshop movement of the late twentieth century. 

The featured prints particularly depict local festival scenes, 
including figures like musicians and dancers in traditional dress. 

 
PRICE: $750.00 
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6. LA JÍCARA NÚMERO 6 

 

 

Produced by Taller Leñateros in San Cristóbal de las Casas, Chiapas, issue 
number six of “La Jícara” continues the collective’s tradition of handmade, 

eco-conscious printing and Maya-inspired design. The publication 
showcases poetry, essays, and visual art that celebrate Indigenous 

knowledge, resistance, and the creative spirit at the “end of the world.” 

PRICE: $500.00 
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7. LA MATANZA. IMAGEN DE UNA IDENTIDAD 
 

 
 
 

This is a collection of 15 original relief prints inspired by the rich tradition 
of mezcal production in southern Mexico, put forth by the Taller Gabinete 

Gráfico. It includes works by Shinzaburo Takeda, Rigoberto Martínez, 
Enrique Pérez, Humberto Valdez, Irving Herrera, Álvaro Medina, Venancio 

Velasco, Rafael Luna Daniel López, Aldo Sánchez, Erick Vázquez, Luis 
Daniel H., and Itzamari Castro. Each print is signed by the respective artist; 

all are limited editions. The work also includes a compartment with an 
empty bottle of mezcal. No holdings on WorldCat. 

 
PRICE: $1,700.00 
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8. MAYAHUEL (10 engravings) 
Joél Rendón 
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This striking print portfolio by renowned Mexican artist Joél Rendón 
centers around Mayahuel, the maguey/agave figure of Mesoamerican myth. 
Mayahuel is associated with the maguey plant and the origins of pulque, a 
fermented agave drink tied to ritual and daily life. Rendón approaches this 

subject as a visually linked sequence, revisiting symbols across the set.  
 

PRICE: $1,500.00 
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9. MEMORIA DE LOS PUEBLOS. GRÁFICA QUE 
ACOMPAÑA 

 

 

“Memoria de los pueblos. Gráfica que acompaña” is a limited-edition 
portfolio of silkscreen prints produced by 67 artists from multiple Mexican 
collectives, including Escuela de Cultura Popular Mártires del 68, Grietas 

en el Muro, Taller de Producción Gráfica Grieta Negra, Mujeres y La Sexta, 
Estampida Arte Libre, Gráfica de Lucha, Proyecto La Mal Hablada, Punto 

La Gozadera, and Sublevarte Colectivo. Each print represents one of 
Mexico’s Indigenous tribes. The work was created to support the Congreso 

Nacional Indígena (CNI) and celebrate its 20th anniversary in 2016. Overall, 
the work emphasizes solidarity, collective memory, and the powerful role of 

visual art in social movements. 

PRICE: $2,500.00 
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10. MONTAÑA SAGRADA XINANTEKATL (13 

engravings) 
 

 
 

 
This is a collection of 13 engravings on the volcano Xinantekatl, or Nevado 
de Toluca, an important cultural area for many Indigenous communities. 
The works, which are by renowned Mexican artist Joel Rendón, depict a 

living mountain where the deities who make life possible reside. Rendón’s 
art often explores his Mexican heritage and Aztec lineage, depicting 

traditional tribal rituals and other major events in ancient and recent 
history.  

 
PRICE: $2,500.00 
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11. OFRENDA ANCESTRAL (27 prints) 

 

“Ofrenda Ancestral” is a graphic portfolio of 27 engravings created as a Día 
de Muertos project, featuring collaborations by Oaxacan artists. These 

works serve as a tribute to the unity and love that brings families together 
during this important holiday. The portfolio has been presented in Oaxaca 

at the Taller de Artes Plásticas Rufino Tamayo. 

PRICE: $2,500.00 
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12. OTOMI MANUSCRIPT: HISTORIA DE UNA VIVIENDA PARA 
HACER UNA OFRENDA AL SANTO TECUIL (HISTORY OF A 

DWELLING REQUIRING AN OFFERING TO SAINT TECUIL OR 
HEALTH SPIRIT) 

Tellez, Alfonso García 
 

San Pablito Pahuatlan, Puebla: [The author], 1981. First edition. 22p., 
original handmade paper wrappers with pasted cut-out illustration on 

front, manuscript title, and production information, red ribbon ties, 
handmade and handbound codex, folded accordion style, text written in 

dark brown pen on amate bark paper. Includes 18 "muñueco" illustrations. 
Paperback. Very Good. 
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Alfonso García Tellez’s “Historia de una vivienda para hacer una ofrenda al 
Santo Tecuil” (History of a Dwelling Requiring an Offering to Saint Tecuil) 

is a handmade manuscript created in San Pablito, Mexico, in 1981. This 
accordion-folded book, which was written on amate bark paper, spans 28 

pages and features 18 intricate cutout illustrations crafted from dark brown 
and red amate. The manuscript is enclosed in handmade paper wrappers 
adorned with an illustration, with ribbon ties as decorative elements. The 

work combines text in black ink with visual depictions of spirits and deities 
associated with traditional healing practices. It has been signed by the 

author. 
 

Tellez, one of three prominent indigenous Otomi artists from San Pablito, 
created this work to preserve the pre-Columbian art of amate papermaking 
and the deep connection between art and community in Mexican culture. 
San Pablito, a significant center of indigenous papermaking and brujería 

(traditional healing), remains one of the last villages where these practices 
continue. The manuscript provides instructions for rituals and cures, 

reflecting the Otomi’s spiritual traditions and their belief in benevolent 
spirits for health and wellness. 

 
Overall, this work serves not only as a unique ethnographic document but 

also as a celebration of artistic and cultural heritage under threat from 
modernization and colonial influence. Its intricate craftsmanship and 

connection to ancestral practices highlight the enduring legacy of Otomi 
traditions in contemporary Mexican life. 

 
PRICE: $2,500.00 
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13. SANGRE “GRANA COCHINILLA” 2019 (50 prints) 
 

 
 

 
 

This is a collection of 50 prints by various artists, featuring themes of 
indigenous practices, nopales, and death. The work also functions as a 

study on the cultural significance of “Chochinilla,” a red dye derived from 
nopales. All prints were created between 2019 and 2020, and each is signed 

by their respective artist and numbered. Rare, no holdings on Worldcat. 
                                                      

PRICE: $2,500.00 
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14.  SUEÑO CONJUROS DESDE EL VIENTRE DE MI 
MADRE 

 

“Sueño conjuros desde el vientre de mi madre” (I dream spells from my 
mother’s womb”) weaves poetry, dream imagery, and ritual symbolism into 
a deeply spiritual reflection on origins, memory, and feminine power. This 
handmade artist’s book was produced by Taller Leñateros collective in San 

Cristóbal de las Casas, Chiapas. Printed on recycled paper and richly 
illustrated, it embodies the collective’s dedication to Indigenous languages, 

environmental care, and artistic collaboration. 

PRICE: $250.00 
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15. VARHIKUA (10 prints) 

 

 
 

This is a collection of ten prints by the Achokez a Patzcuaro Michoacán 
graphic artist cooperative. This collective is celebrated for its dedication to 

preserving and showcasing traditional and contemporary Purépecha art 
forms, focusing on promoting indigenous narratives and cultural identity 
through visual mediums. Also, Pátzcuaro is a hub of artistic and cultural 

activities, with numerous collectives and initiatives, like the Achokez 
cooperative, that aim to support local artists and artisans. The community 
often collaborates on projects that celebrate Michoacán’s rich traditions, 

including its unique forms of folk art.  
 

PRICE: $800.00 
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16.  VENADO (22 prints) 
 

 
 

This 2023 collection features 22 prints from Taller de Gráfica Venado in 
Mexico City, an art workshop founded in 2016 by Samuel Chávez Mazatl, 

also known as “Samo.” This workshop focuses on collaborative production 
and the promotion of graphic arts, especially engraving, lithography, and 

relief printing. Their work often explores themes that are rooted in 
tradition, while experimenting with innovative techniques. This copy is 

number five in a limited run of 35. Featured artists include Fermín 
Revueltas, Melecio Galván, Adrián Aja Méndez, Ernesto Alva Franco, 

Eduardo Barrera, Demián Flores, Carlos Flores Rom, Emiliano Guerrero, 
Victor Manuel Hernández Castillo, Daniel Luis Hernández, Álvaro Medina, 

Claudia Méndez Méndez, Gabriela Morac, Diana Morales Galicia, Triana 
Parera, Alejandro Pérez Cruz, Coral Revueltas Valle, and José Luis Vázquez.  

 
PRICE: $2,500.00 


