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JOEL RENDÓN ARTIST BOOKS 
 

This offering presents a selection of limited-edition artist books by 
renowned Mexican printmaker Joel Rendón, an artist from Izúcar de 

Matamoros, Puebla, whose work draws from Mexican artistic traditions, 
pre-Hispanic symbolism, and Indigenous identity. Trained at the Academia 

de San Carlos and later at La Esmeralda, Rendón has built a distinctive 
body of work in woodcut, linocut, and related printmaking techniques. His 
images often explore mythology, death, popular iconography, and Mexican 

cultural memory, reinterpreted through a bold, modern graphic style. 
Across more than three decades, Rendón has helped carry forward the 

lively social and political spirit of Mexican printmaking. Collectively, these 
artist books embody his mastery of storytelling and cultural preservation 

through art. 
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ANIMALITAS 

 

 
 

“Animalitas” is a portfolio of eight prints combining etching and aquatint 
techniques on copper plates. The work, published in 2024, focuses on 

symbolic animal forms and Mexican traditions. Unlike Rendón’s linocuts, 
this series uses tonal variation and texture, allowing for more nuanced 

imagery. 
 

PRICE: $1,000.00 
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III CONCURSO NACIONAL DE GRABADO J.C. POSADA 
(PREMIO) 

 

 
 

This set of three woodcuts was produced in connection with the III 
National Printmaking Competition dedicated to José Guadalupe Posada in 

Aguascalientes, where Rendón received recognition. The prints reflect 
Rendón’s early experimentation with relief techniques and the influence of 

Posada’s graphic tradition on his work. Taken as a whole, the pieces 
demonstrate Rendón’s emerging approach to printmaking and his interest 

in popular iconography, social themes, and visual storytelling. 
 

PRICE: $1,500.00 
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Elisa Ramírez Castañeda. Traducción: Rafael Hernández. Ilustración: 
Joél Rendón 

COX XUT. K’USBA JI AYAN LI K’AK’AL TA VINAJEL. EL 
XUT. CÓMO APARECIÓ EL SOL EN EL FIRMAMENTO  
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This portfolio by renowned Mexican artist Joél Rendón presents a 
traditional origin story about how the sun came to appear in the sky, 

told in a bilingual format (Tsotsil and Spanish). The work features 
seventeen black-and-white engravings that center around symbolic 

figures. The images are accompanied by texts by Elisa Ramírez 
Castañeda and translations by Rafael Hernández.  

 
PRICE: $2,000.00 
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Manuel Payno, illustrated by Joel Rendón 
CUENTOS  

 

 
 

This 2012 artist’s book presents a selection of texts by Mexican writer 
Manuel Payno, accompanied by linocut illustrations by Joel Rendón. The 
prints function as visual interpretations of the literary narratives. The use 

of linocut reinforces connections between literature and popular print 
traditions, echoing historical practices in which printed images circulated 
alongside texts. This work was published by Taller Estampa a Minuto, in 

Huixquilucan, Mexico. 
 

PRICE: $1,500.00 
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FOXISMO 
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This book brings together a selection of Joel Rendón’s illustrations 
published in La Jornada, the prominent left-leaning Mexican newspaper. 
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Produced in 2000, the works showcase Rendón’s distinctive style, including 
stark black-and-white relief images. In the collection, Rendón uses satire, 

symbolism, and social critique to address political power, nationalism, 
urban life, consumerism, and economic inequality. Several of the images 

also respond to the end of the PRI era and the rise of Vicente Fox. The 
inclusion of original newspaper clippings underscores Rendón’s place 

within the Mexican tradition of politically engaged printmaking, originally 
associated with artists such as José Guadalupe Posada. 

 
PRICE: $2,000.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

14 

HOMENAJE A JOSÉ GUADALUPE POSADA: 100 AÑOS DE SU 
MUERTE 

 

 
 

This portfolio commemorates the centenary of the death of José Guadalupe 
Posada (1913–2013). The 2013 series features three linocuts that celebrate 
Posada’s legacy, particularly his use of calaveras (skeletons) and satirical 

imagery. Rendón reinterprets Posada’s visual language through 
contemporary compositions, blending tradition with innovation. The work 

is part of the long-standing tradition of Mexican popular printmaking, 
emphasizing continuity between historical graphic arts and modern 

cultural commentary. 
 

PRICE: $1,500.00 
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LOS DEMONIOS DE LA LENGUA. UNA HISTORIA 
SECRETA SOBRE LAS TENTACIONES 

 

 

This collection is a series of 17 woodcut prints measuring 28 x 19 cm. (11 x 
7.5 in.) by renowned Mexican engraver Joel Rendón about “Los demonios 

de la lengua,” a 1987 novel by Mexican writer Alberto Ruy Sánchez. The 
famous work explores the story of a Jesuit mystic who, the day after an 
overwhelming encounter with God, questions if it was actually the devil 
who gave him such immense pleasure. His tongue grows until it chokes 
him. The narrative is then told centuries later by a passionate heretical 
historian. Both narrators are judged in the 20th century by a dogmatic 

librarian who considers them traitors and sinners. He falls asleep on his 
papers and dreams of an Andalusian woman who drove him crazy with love 

in his youth. Based on true stories taken to impossible extremes, this 
fantastical story questions dogmas and praises doubt. This is a limited 

edition, published in 2024; this copy is number three out of 30.  
 

PRICE: $2,000.00 
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MAYAHUEL  
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This striking print portfolio by renowned Mexican artist Joél Rendón 
features 10 prints that center around Mayahuel, the maguey/agave figure of 
Mesoamerican myth. Mayahuel is associated with the maguey plant and the 

origins of pulque, a fermented agave drink tied to ritual and daily life. 
Rendón approaches this subject as a visually linked sequence, revisiting 

symbols across the set.  
 

PRICE: $1,500.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

19 

MONTAÑA SAGRADA XINANTEKATL 
 

 
 

This is a collection of 13 engravings on the volcano Xinantekatl, or Nevado 
de Toluca, an important cultural area for many indigenous communities. 
The works, which are by renowned Mexican artist Joel Rendón, depict a 

living mountain where the deities who make life possible reside. Rendón’s 
art often explores his Mexican heritage and Aztec lineage, depicting 

traditional tribal rituals and other major events in ancient and recent 
history.  

 
PRICE: $2,500.00 
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PLAYBOY. 6 GRABADOS DE JOEL RENDÓN 
 

 
 

This is a collection of six prints by renowned Mexican engraver Joel 
Rendón, whose aesthetic is based on pre-Hispanic culture, nationalism, 
traditional food and dance, and Mexican symbols such as cactus, snakes, 

demons, skulls, and agaves.  
 

PRICE: $500.00 
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POPOL WUJ 
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This collection of 22 linocut illustrations by Mexican artist Joel Rendón 

depicts the sacred text of the K'iche’ Maya, called the Popol Wuj or Popol 

Vuh, which is considered one of the most important works in 
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Mesoamerican literature. This narrative describes the creation of the world, 

the adventures of mythological heroes, and the history of the K’iche’ people. 

Rendón’s illustrations bring these stories to life, blending modern artistic 

techniques with the aesthetic traditions of pre-Hispanic Mesoamerican art. 

Rendón is a Mexican artist renowned for his engravings and dynamic 

storytelling, which he uses to explore and celebrate the rich cultural 

heritage of Mexico. His works often draw inspiration from pre-Hispanic 

mythology, traditional Mexican folklore, and everyday life.  

PRICE: $2,200.00 
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THE EXHUMATION OF BABEL  
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This is a 1994 portfolio of five relief prints (wood and linoleum) printed on 
100 percent cotton paper at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
Issued in a limited edition of 25 copies plus four artist’s proofs, with 
printing assistance credited to Matt Clayton Key, and produced with 

support from Arts International’s Mexican Visual Artists Program (funded 
by the Fideicomiso para la Cultura México–USA) and the Institute of 
International Education. This is Rendón’s first portfolio. No copies on 

Worldcat. 
 

PRICE: $3,000.00 
 

 
 

 


